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We are under lockdown! There has been 
a breach of security, an unknown person/
persons have infiltrated the system and all 
communication has been shutdown until further 
notice. 

Your design mission is to go undercover to 
embark on the role of a typographic hacker. 
The nature of a hacker is to exploit a weakness 
within a system, subvert intellectual and 
creative properties, or to initiate your own. 
Undertaking this role, you have the visual 
power to leave your mark either indelibly or 
temporarily. 

The aim of this project is to create either an 
intervention or the re-purpose an existing 
typographic system or structure via the 
language and medium of typography. 

You will have a choice of system, which will 
undergo an experimental and explorative 
typographic process through a set of 
workshops. The deliverable for this project need 
to be relevant and applicable for the system 
and «hacking» methods. 

List of systems:

Environment:
Wayfinding/road signs/ buildings/ 
architecture/shopfront

Utilities:
Gas/ electric/ water/ food/ consumption/ 
health/ medical

Commerce:
Economy/ currency/ banking/ business

Media:
Newspapers/ tv/ internet/ music/ packaging/ 
promotion/ film posters

Type+grid+editorial:
Typeface modification

Subcultures:
Secret signs/ symbols/ languages/ codes

HACKER



7

What is hacking?

The act of engaging in activities in a spirit 
of playfulness and exploration is termed 
«hacking».

During the 1990s, the term «hacker» originally 
denoted a skilled programmer proficient 
in machine code and computer operating 
systems. In particular, these individuals could 
always hack on an unsatisfactory system 
to solve problems and engage in a little 
software company espionage by interpreting a 
competitor’s code.

Unfortunately, some of these hackers also 
became experts at accessing password-
protected computers, files, and networks and 
came to known as «crackers.» Of course, 
an effective and dangerous «cracker» must 
be a good hacker and the terms became 
intertwined. Hacker won out in popular use and 
in the media and today refers to anyone who 
performs some form of computer sabotage.

Glitch is a good example of hacking. Glitch 
is an unexpected result of a malfunction. 
Glitch art is the practice of using digital or 
analog errors for aesthetic purposes by 
either corrupting digital data or physically 
manipulating electronic devices.

Hacker can be seen as artists as well: for 
example, Adam Ferriss who made several glitch 
art work. 

Or even Cory Archangel, who explores 
relation-ship between digital technology and 
pop culture. 

Image by: Cory Archangel 

Image by: Adam Ferris
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During the first class, we had to find a hacking 
idea as a group of 3 and work through each 
other systems and generate a range of ideas.

We must consider:

Main system> sub system: Trailer> subtitles / 
Film>Typography in posters

Purpose of hack : Change caracteristics of 
a trailer / change the way of seeing film 
poster 

Function of hack : By hacking (maybe for 
real) a steaming’s website/ modify the 
rules settled to create a good movie 
poster

What other systems are you borrowing from: 
Films/ moving images

Where is the place of original system : 
Cinema, tv / Street, tube

Where is the hack taking place : website / 
street

Who will see/interact with hack : Everyone

What materials/media are needed : Laptop / 
LCC’s areas and laptop 

20.02

Going back home, I did some deeper researchs 
for my process book and to help me to 
understand more the project. Plus, maybe to find 
a idea to work on it. 

I had two different ideas, and what is written in 
bold are them. 
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Main system & Sub system:

Set of one or more fonts each composed of 
glyphs that share common design features.
Weight, style, condensation, width, slant, 
italicization, ornamentation, and designer or 
foundry (and formerly size, in metal fonts).
Collection of glyphs
Digital typography
Serif / Sans serif
Non- character typefaces
Symbol typeface
Emoji
Typography
Grid system

- Type design
- Type designers
- Type foundries

Function/ Purpose:

(Type system)
- Reduce possibilities for bugs
- Enabling certain compiler optimizations
- Allowing for multiple dispatch (feature of some 
programming languages in which a function or 
method can be dynamically dispatched)
- Providing a form of documentation
- Prove that there is no type error

(Typeface)
- Readability (Get a reader’s attention and 
interest)
- Legibility (Be easy to read)
- Appealing
(Grid)
- Structure content
- Armature / Frame work
- Proportion
- Foundation and balance

(Editorial)
- Templates
- Multimedia
- An editorial is an article in a newspaper or 
magazine
- Publishing

Methods:

- Digital
- Bitmap
- Letter spacing
- Kerning (the space between pairs of letters)
- Lines

Materials:

- Screenprinting
- Letterpress
- Digital impression
- Ink

TYPE+GRID+EDITORIAL:



10

MEDIA & FILM

Main system & Sub 
system:

- Print media
- Press
- Photography
- Advertising
- Cinema
- Broadcasting
- Publishing
- Digital 
telecommunication
- Movies’ genre: 
Action, animation, 
comedy, documentary, 
family, horror, musical, 
romance, adventure...

Function/ Purpose:
(Media)
- Deliver information or 
data
- Information
- Education
- Entertainment
- Persuasion
- Surveillance
- Socialization
(Film)
- Provoke thought as 
well as feeling
- To alter the viewers 
awareness
- To provide an 

experience that 
transcends the time 
spent actually sitting in 
the theater.
(Trailer)
- Designed to grab 
the attention of the 
audience for a short 
space of time
- Designed to create 
excitement for the 
audience so they would 
come and watch the 
movie
- Worth going to see
- Which genre it is
- Encourage the 
audience to see the 
movie

Methods:
- Adverstising
- Trailer (Important 
part of film marketing 
campaign)
- Inform target 
audience
- Festival

Materials:
- Poster
- Youtube
- Social networks
- Itunes

- Cinema
- IMDb
- Internet

Image by: Steven Spielberg
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27.02

Role of film posters:

Posters occupied a space between art and 
advertising. They have a clear commercial 
purpose but they also have artistic values. 
When analyzing a poster it is important that 
you evaluate both how well it fulfills its purpose 
(promotion) as well as its aesthetic value. 

The goal of a film poster is to sell the movie. 
Poster’s titles may have the movie title in a big 
and bold font. Actors’ names are probably 
included somewhere on the poster and may be 
smaller. 
Design, colors, and fonts are used to 
appropriately reflect the mood and tone of the 
film. 

The poster probably includes a catchy sentence 
or slogan that piques your interest and makes 
the plot seem intriguing. The visual element of a 
movie poster can convey powerful messages. 
When you analyze a film poster, you may 
wonder what is the genre of movie from actors’ 
facial expression, body language. Is there an 
enigma being represented. 

In The Theory of Everything, you can guess that 
it is going to be a dramatic/romantic movie, 
about the life of a scientific. 

All those rules are important to make a good 
movie poster, and my idea was to break all of 
them and create an opposite movie poster.

Image by: James Marsh
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27.02 - 06.03

My aim during this week was to create a 
minimalist poster and change the hierarchy of a 
movie poster. 
I wanted to prove that you don’t need to have 
the image to guess the genre, as well as the 
appropriate typeface. 

As an example, I studied Saw’s poster. 
The typeface used in Saw was designed 
especially for the movie.
The typeface is designed to frighten you. 
Minimalist typeface with 
blood letter.
Colors: red, white, blood
Imagery: body parts, torture’s tools, tiles

Then, the opposite will be:
Opposite: bright colors as yellow, pink
Opposite typeface: Hobo Medium
Opposite color: fade pink.

I did the same thing with Bride of Chucky’s 
poster.

It ends up with this: 
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I had so many ideas to explore:

- Prove that a movie doesn’t need a title for us to 
guess the genre. 
- Hack a famous trailer (for real)
- Break the rules of a trailer and make another 
one
- Take a film’s poster and replace the title by 
kinetic typography. 
- Replace the title by illustrations 
- Take famous movie’s poster and delete the 
typeface on it. 

I wanted to try to insert a glitch in a famous 
movie poster, but I had to choose one with the 
predominant typeface. I chose Trainspotting 2.

27.02 - 06.03

In order to realize the video I’ve made (see on 
the following page) I’ve used After Effect and 
learned how to insert a glitch in a video. 
I like the result of it but I thought maybe it was 
too obvious. Like the course’s title is Hacker 
and I just followed what a hacker would do. It 
was not deep enough and I had to either find 
another idea or work on something else. 

Maybe hack an entire streaming website would 
be enough, but did I really want to follow the 
letter to the term of «hacker».
 

Image by: Danny Boyle
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06.03- 12.03

Tutorial

Subverting the function of film poster:

By subverting I meant change elements that 
make a poster movie, a great one. If there’s 
one simple sales formula that everyone in a 
performance-based position should know, it’s 
AIDA. The four-step formula – attention, interest, 
desire, and action – has been used as the basis 
of thousands of successful movie advertising 
campaigns. And my aim in hacking a poster is 
to make the opposite of AIDA. Create the most 
useless movie poster with type only.
The first step, and the one most important for 
designers, is attention – grabbing the attention 
of passers-by and encouraging them to look. 
They will use a bright color, punchline. But if 
I make a poster with a spoiler alert, do they 
really want to spend 10£ now that they already 
know the end?

The most effective movie posters are iconic, 
presenting the themes in the film without 
resorting to flat out saying what it’s about.
They use imagery, whether a close-up of a 
character or item that’s a major plot point, or 
a simple graphic, to establish the film’s plot. 
Combined with an eye-grabbing design, this 
can be an incredibly effective way to gain 
attention and create interest at once. That’s 
where my idea to replace film by icon came. 

But unfortunately, icons are not considered as a 
typeface. 
When using icons and more abstract imagery 
doesn’t work with your film – say, for example, 
it’s a serious drama or a thriller that can’t be 
explained with iconography – using an image 
that provides viewers with an idea of the story 
is a great idea. But in this project, we can’t use 
images, so I gave up this idea. 
Whether you’re marketing an art film or a 
blockbuster, style matters. Some of the most 
memorable film posters out there have used 
bold, unique artistic styles to their advantage.

Another inspiration was «Honest trailers» found 
on Youtube. This guy presents a movie by 
spoiling everything inside. He will tell you every 
detail. I wanted to play with it as well, but I had 
to try to spoil a movie’s poster, so the spoil had 
to be short and clear (try on the right page).
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«He was cured»
«He rape her»

«He will be release
from prison»
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He 
will be 
released 
from 
prison

-Clockwork Orange-
I save you 10£
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With this poster, I tried to combine the spoil 
+ sens of humor. You can see that the movie 
Clockwork Orange has been spoiled by this 
sentence « He well be released from prison». 
Under the title, I wrote «I save you 10£» in 
reference to the price of a cinema’s ticket. It can 
be considered as a big spoil alert for those who 
have seen the film, and for those who didn’t, 
they don’t need to go anymore. I didn’t try to 
change an image in typography because it will 
be seen as for as off topic (by keeping in mind 
that create an icon is not typography). 

Pastiche

My last advice during this tutorial was to realize 
some pastiche. Pastiche is a work of visual art, 
literature, theater, or music that imitates the 
style or character of the work of one or more 
other artists.Unlike parody, pastiche celebrates, 
rather than mocks, the work it imitates. A major 
filmmaker, Quentin Tarantino often uses various 
plots, characteristics, and themes from many 
lesser-known films to create his films. He has 
openly stated that «I steal from every single 
movie ever made.»

Image by: Google image
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12.03- 30.03

Tutorial 

Tutors didn’t like my posters and I understood 
them. They were not enough elaborated and my 
idea isn’t deep and worked enough. 
They advised me to delete the entire system of a 
film poster, but to my point of view, you cannot 
delete everything especially the image and 
create something new. The only film’s poster 
made only with typography that I’ve seen are 
always bad movies, or at least not so famous. It 
was too hard for me to try again and again, but 
it worth it to try at least one last time. 
I had to think where my poster will be exposed 
as well. Do I want it in front of a cinema, in the 
tube, as a bus station? 

I’ve tried one last time with Jaws’s poster but 
I didn’t like it and it was impossible for me to 
work with film’s poster by deleting the image. 

I gave up, and at the end of the tutorial they 
told me to try to work on something else, 
something which was already settled with rules 
that you cannot change. I mean if you decide to 
change those rules, everyone will be confused. 
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12.03- 30.03

Tube map’s work

Tube map of London has high design standards 
because for TFL they are essential for promoting 
a high level of quality and consistency across all 
communications produced by us.

They do this by ensuring:

The correct positioning of branding elements
The correct use of corporate typefaces
Compliance with the Equality Act 2010
Design standards are also useful for promoting 
safety by making sure our messages help 
passengers use the transport network with ease 
and confidence.

As you can notice, I replaced the typeface 
used, I changed the name of the station, and 
the line’s color. The new stations’ names came 
from some famous songs written about the UK. I 
chose usually to relate those songs to the name 
or the place of the actual station. For example, 
King’s Cross St Pancras was replaced by «A 
souvenir from London» because when you leave 
London, you always take a souvenir with you. 
Victoria was named «God save the queen» in 
reference to Queen Victoria. And Oxford Circus 
«Electric Avenue» because this street is always 
overcrowded. 
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30.03

After thinking about my tube map’s idea again 
and again I found that this was not a «super» 
idea to release because modify the tube map 
of London has been done already by some 
designer and I don’t want to pass after them. 

I wrote to my tutor to ask him about a new idea 
and this it what came:

«I was thinking of giving up the idea of hacking 
film posters and hack a music album instead.
I’d like to translate album’s titles into signs 
(study the story of sign’s language, hands). 
Adapt album’s titles into moods. I don’t know if 
you know what I mean but my main question is:
Does music albums can be a good system to 
hack?»

«Yes, I think that’s a good move. 

Music packaging has much more flexibility than 
film – the main issue with the film posters is that 
they’re predominantly about image! – and you 
have all the different music genres and their 
associated visual languages (e.g. pop, R&B, 
classical etc. – and sub-genres within these), 
and an audience expectation.

Remember to keep it predominantly 
typographic!»

They are some design rules to create a good 
album cover.

Don’t print lyrics unless you have sufficient 
space
Are you thinking of cramming the lyrics to 12 
songs onto a four-panel digipack? Where are 
you going to put the album credits, copyright 
info, and crowdfunding thank-yous? Who’s 
going to be able to read that tiny font anyway?

You might not need your artist name or album 
title on the cover. You can let the internet (and 
that sticker on the packaging) do the magic of 
conveying the facts, and then use that extra 
visual space for some great design.

If you’re not going to feature a human face, 
make sure your design is striking and original
Your album design shouldn’t just look cool. It 
should convey something about your musical 
style and even your personal beliefs. For a great 
example of a record that breaks the rules and 
sends a message with its album art, check out 
Aphex Twin’s Syro (have a look on the next 
page). 

Minimalism is in. «Things’ll get shrunk, so things 
should stay simple.». Look at some of the most 
memorable, iconic album covers. Many don’t 
have much to them or are a simple, powerful 
photo.
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Image by : The White Stripes

Image by: Third day

Image by: Kanye West
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30.03- 04.04

Aphex Twin’s Syro work:

The packaging that accompanies Aphex Twin’s 
upcoming album Syro features tons of text that 
puts an emphasis on transparency. Richard D. 
James spells out exactly how much it cost to 
make the album, for example. He also included 
a list of every piece of gear used on the record. 
In an interview about Syro’s packaging, 
Ian Anderson, the founder of the Designers 
Republic (who put together the album artwork 
and packaging) said the lists tell «the reader 
everything and nothing about the creation of 
what I hear was an intensely personal album».
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Christian Marclay transforms sounds and music 
into visible, physical form through a prolific 
range of performances, collages, sculptures, 
installations, photographs, and videos.

For his ‘Body Mix’ series (1991-92), he stitched 
together album covers into works to create 
strange phantasms of music and culture – such 
as Deutsche Grammaphon conductors with the 
slender legs of Tina Turner – that bring to mind 
Surrealist Body Mix‘Exquisite Corpses’. This 
transformation of musical instruments or objects 
to create visual puns is an essential component 
of Marclay’s work.

Virtuoso (1999), for instance, features an 
accordion with its bellows elongated to more 
than seven meters. This playfulness with sound 
and image is also a feature of his ‘Snapshots’, 
an ongoing, informal series of photographs that 
depict elements of sound and onomatopoeia 
that the artist discovers in everyday situations.

Christian Marclay

Image by: Body Mix 1991-92

Image by: Virtuoso 1999
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05.04
Inspirations

Image by: Rock Steady- No doubt Image by: The Rumproller - Lee Morgan

Image by: Blood, sweat and tears Image by: Riot - Paramore
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I don’t know where to start but I thought it 
was a good idea to find some album cover’s 
inspirations. Riot and Rock Steady are 
handwritten, maybe take a really minimalist 
album cover and do this to hack it can be a 
god idea. The Rumproller distorted his album 
and Blood, Sweat and Tears use letterpress to 
realize his. I have other ideas as use stencils or 
discography, but I still don’t know if it’s a good 
idea. 
My first idea was to replace album titles by 
feeling, or by what you should feel when you 
listen to this album. Otherwise, replace the 
album title by icons. But still, icons are not 
typography I guess.
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05.04
What to work on?

AC/DC logo
Back in Black written in a serif typeface as Times 
New Roman. Grey+ black. Minimalist. 

Staying true to AC/DC’s sex, drugs, and rock 
and roll roots, Back in Black delivers songs 
centered around partying and the hard rock 
lifestyle. The album serves as AC/DC’s homage 
to Scott, with the album cover in solid black as 
a symbol of mourning their loss. Maintaining 
elements of the style that fans knew and loved, 
this album features AC/DC’s rousing two lead 
guitar sound, delivering a hard rock style that 
rattles listeners to the core with its rollicking 
guitar riffs. There is just something about this 
heavy-hitting sound that makes you want to get 
up out of your seat, jump around and dance.

Image by: AC/DC
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XTC - Go2

Typewriter or coding 
Black and white, straight lines. 
Its literate and very unusual cover really reflects 
two very important characteristics of the band.

XTC GO 2 cover continued that theme and 
consists of an essay about how album covers 
are used to attract buyers of the album. 
Although the artwork is in the form of an essay, 
it even now, has a contemporary feel, and the 
text does not take this away from it. The visual 
aspect of the cover, with its minimalistic use of 
black and white would have us believe that this 
is a creation of the current age.. The cover is 
almost a piece of art itself, without considering 
the music. Everything fits. The text is condensed 
into a tight and square layout.
1978 was a time when the typical look of album 
covers included band images of members 
standing in the studio, on the street in a park or 
in front of a landmark building. This departure 
from the norm also makes XTC’s album cover an 
interesting concept as it was going against the 
‘status quo’ and what other artists were doing, 
with nothing else to compare it with at the time.

Image by: XTC



32

The Rolling Stones - Rolled Gold

Gold + Black letter
3D effect, shining and bright. 

Image by: The Rolling Stones 



33

Pink Floyd - The Wall

Handwrittings, black on a white wall. 

The Wall has become synonymous with, if not 
the very definition of, the term “concept album.” 
“The cover didn’t take long,” said the designer 
(Scarfe) “It’s just a grid, really. But we tried it 
in various different ways: there were dark black 
lines, there were soft grey line, big bricks, small 
bricks.’

“The writing on the front was just written by 
me, very quickly,” he continues. “I think I 
would have done it with a little more panache 
these days. We were actually worried about 
blemishing the purity of the cover, and almost 
wanted not to have a logo on the front. But the 
commercial decision was that nobody would 
know what the album was, so the logo was put 
on a separate piece of cellophane inside the 
shrink-wrap. Pace you opened it, the logo fell 
off and you had a pure-white album.”

Image by: The Pink Floyd
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05.04
First try
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06.04

After speaking to one of my classmates, I got a 
new idea on what to do to hack the system of 
an album cover. 
My inspiration is from the XTC album. What 
about reveal everything about either:

- The band
- How much cost a vinyl/cd
- How much do they earn thanks to this album
- Music industry
- Epic story about their album

Or either, spoil the customer by telling him 
which one is a good song or not. How much is 
it, and how long will they appreciate the album 
(thanks to a survey made). This inspiration is 
from the Black Keys album. 

Image by: The Black Keys
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This is a album by ACDC. 
You might like the song number 3.
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07.04

The reason I chose to work on the AC/DC 
album is because I found it the most minimalist 
(among some others) but mostly because it has 
a story behind it. It’s not as if the others didn’t 
have any stories, but this one is the story of a 
band who lost one of their members. 

Back in Black is the seventh studio album by 
Australian rock band AC/DC. Produced by 
Robert John «Mutt» Lange, the album was 
released on 25 July 1980 by Albert Productions 
and Atlantic Records. By the late 1970s, AC/DC 
began to achieve significant popularity outside 
their native Australia, with high-energy live 
performances and a string of successful albums. 
In 1979, they paired with producer Lange and 
recorded their international breakthrough, 
Highway to Hell. Shortly before the recording 
of their follow-up, lead vocalist Bon Scott died 
after a night of heavy alcohol consumption. The 
group continued with ex-Geordie singer Brian 
Johnson.

I thought many different ways to hack it, and I 
remembered what my tutor said to me: 
I can use the cover album typography to 
completely change the message. Make 
something not normally associated with that 
particular language. 

Think about the system (in this case, typo/
graphic language/ style associated with 
a particular product, in the entertainment 
industry). And I have also to think about how 
I will infiltrate, subvert or re-purpose my album 
cover. 

My idea was to combine an intervention (like 
putting the hacked album artwork back into a 
record shop) plus my whole activity (hacking the 
album cover). 
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Image by: AC/DC
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07.04- 17.04
Some experimentations

Ronald Belford "Bon" Scott (9 July 1946 – 19 February 1980) was an Australian rock musician, best known for 
being the lead singer and lyricist of Australian hard rock band AC/DC from 1974 until his death in 1980. Scott was 
born in Forfar, Scotland, and raised in Kirriemuir, before moving to Melbourne with his family in 1952 at the age of 
six. They lived in the suburb of Sunshine for four years before moving to Fremantle. Scott formed his first band, The 
Spektors, in 1964 and became the band's drummer and occasional lead vocalist. He performed in several other bands 
including The Valentines and Fraternity before replacing Dave Evans as the lead singer of AC/DC in 1974. On 15 
February 1980, Scott attended a session where Malcolm and Angus Young were working on the beginnings of two 
songs that would later be recorded on the Back in Black album; "Have a Drink On Me" and "Let Me Put My Love 
Into You" with Scott accompanying on drums rather than singing or writing lyrics. On 19 February 1980, Scott, 33, 
passed out after a night of heavy drinking in a London club called the Music Machine (currently known as KOKO). 
He was left to sleep in a Renault 5 owned by an acquaintance named Alistair Kinnear, at 67 Overhill Road in East 
Dulwich, London.The following morning, Kinnear found Scott lifeless, and alerted the authorities. Scott was rushed 
to King's College Hospital in Camberwell, where he was pronounced dead on arrival. It has been contended that 
pulmonary aspiration of vomit was the cause of Scott's death, but the official cause was listed on the death certificate 
as "acute alcohol poisoning" and classified as "death by misadventure". As part of the funeral arrangements, Scott's 
body was embalmed by Desmond Henley; it was later cremated and Scott's ashes were interred by his family at 
Fremantle Cemetery in Fremantle. Inconsistencies in media accounts of Scott's death, such as an incorrect spelling 
of Kinnear's first name, have been cited in conspiracy theories, which suggest that Scott was killed by exhaust fumes 
redirected into the car, or that Kinnear did not exist.Additionally, Scott was asthmatic, and the temperature was 
below freezing on the morning of his death. Shortly after Scott's death, the remaining members of AC/DC briefly 
considered quitting; however, it was eventually decided that Scott would have wanted them to continue and after the 
encouragement of Bon's family that they continue, the band hired Brian Johnson as the new vocalist.Five months 
after Scott's death, AC/DC finished the work they began with Scott and released Back in Black as a tribute to him 
with two tracks from the album, "Hells Bells" and "Back in Black", dedicated to his memory. His grave site has 
become a cultural landmark; more than 28 years after Scott's death, the National Trust of Australia decreed his grave 
important enough to be included on the list of classified heritage places. It is reportedly the most visited grave in 
Australia. On 7 July 2006, to mark his 60th birthday, the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board completed refurbishments 
on the Bon Scott Grave Area. This consisted of a Bon Scott Arch and Memorial Entrance gate off Carrington Street 
in the north-west corner of Fremantle Cemetery. On 9 July 2006, 60 years to the day from Scott's birth, the bronze 
plaque was stolen from the site.On 6 May 2006, the town of Kirriemuir in Scotland held a service and unveiled a 
Caithness stone slab commemorating the singer. A message was read from long-time friend and fellow member of 
The Valentines, Vince Lovegrove in which he said: “The thing I loved most about Bon Scott, was his almost unique 
self honesty. What you saw was what you got, he was a real person and as honest as the day is long. To my mind he 
was the street poet of my generations and of the generations that followed.

If the album cover is about the life of Bon Scott, because keep in mind that this album was realised 
to commemorate his death. 
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Back in Black was released on 25 July 1980, less than half a year after Scott's death. AC/DC were nervous about 
the future, with Angus saying they were a "bit jittery" during recording. However, the album proved to ease the 
band's worries, as it became their best selling, most popular and critically respected album. Not only did it go to 
no. 1 on the UK Albums Chart, its success meant AC/DC were the first band since The Beatles to have four 
albums in the British Top 100 simultaneously, as Highway to Hell, If You Want Blood You've Got It, and Let 
There Be Rock all re-entered the charts right after Back in Black was released.In the US, the single "You Shook 
Me All Night Long"/"Have a Drink on Me" became AC/DC's first Top 40 hit in the country, peaking at no. 35] 
The title track, along with "Hells Bells", "Shoot to Thrill", "You Shook Me All Night Long", and "Rock and Roll 
Ain't Noise Pollution" all became fan favorites and staples of the band's live performances. The other songs on 
Back in Black were largely ignored after the mid-1980s although "What Do You Do for Money Honey" was 
revived during the 2001 tour. The 2015 tour brought back "Have a Drink on Me" and "Given the Dog a Bone". 
Despite its success, Robert Christgau wrote that, "Angus Young does come up with killer riffs, though not as 
consistently as a refined person like myself might hope, and lead singer Brian Johnson sings like there's a cattle 
prod at his scrotum, just the thing for fans who can't decide whether their newfound testosterone is agony or 
ecstasy." Christgau gave the album a B–.The album is featured on many "best of" lists. In 1989, it was ranked 
#26 on Rolling Stone magazine's list of the 100 Best Albums of the Eighties. The title track was ranked no. 190 
on the same magazine's list of the 500 Greatest Songs of All Time. In 2001, VH1 ranked Back in Black #82 on 
its list of the Top 100 Albums. VH1 also placed the title track at #2 on its list of the 100 Greatest Hard Rock 
Songs. In 2003, the album was ranked #77 on Rolling Stone's list of "The 500 Greatest Albums of All Time".In 
2006, Q magazine placed the album at #9 in its list of the 40 Best Albums of the '80s. It was listed at #2 in the 
book, 100 Best Australian Albums, in October 2010, and included in the book 1001 Albums You Must Hear 
Before You Die in 2005.Back in Black is also praised for its sound quality. In the years after its release, studios 
in Nashville, Tennessee (nicknamed "Music City") would use it to check the acoustics of a room, while 
Motörhead would use it to tune their sound system. Worldwide, Back in Black is the second best-selling album 
of all time, behind only Michael Jackson's Thriller. Back in Black was very successful around the world, and 
despite never reaching no. 1 on the US Billboard 200, it received the 22× multi-platinum distinction, denoting 
22 million albums sold. This currently places it sixth in the list of best-selling albums in the US (behind Thriller, 
Eagles' Their Greatest Hits (1971–1975), Led Zeppelin's Led Zeppelin IV, Pink Floyd's The Wall, and Billy 
Joel's Greatest Hits Volume I & Volume II).[43] It is the best-selling hard rock album of all-time, and the 
best-selling album ever released by an Australian musical act. On 13 December 2007, the RIAA certified it 22× 
multi-platinum, recognizing sales of 22 million in the US,[44] making it the sixth-highest-selling album in the 
US (fourth-highest at the time). Back in Black stayed on the Billboard chart for 131 weeks, never reaching no. 
1; however, it did reach no. 1 in Australia and the UK. In April 2010, it re-entered the Billboard charts at no. 181. 
In 2014, Back in Black re-entered the Billboard charts at no. 73. As of 21 May 2016, the album remains on the 
current Billboard 200 list, at no. 187. The album has also sold one million or more copies in Canada, Germany 
and France.[46] The album has sold 50 million copies worldwide.

If the album cover is about Back and Black album, how much their earn, their top song, rankings..
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AC/DC are an Australian rock band, formed in 1973 by brothers Malcolm and Angus Young. A hard 
rock/blues rock band, they have also been considered a heavy metal band although they have always dubbed 
their music simply "rock and roll". AC/DC underwent several line-up changes before releasing their first 
album, High Voltage, in 1975; Malcolm and Angus were the only original members left in the band. 
Membership subsequently stabilised until bassist Mark Evans was replaced by Cliff Williams in 1977 for 
the album Powerage. Within months of recording the album Highway to Hell, lead singer and co-songwriter 
Bon Scott died on 19 February 1980 after a night of heavy alcohol consumption. The group considered 
disbanding, but buoyed by support from Scott's parents, decided to continue and set about finding a new 
vocalist. Ex-Geordie singer Brian Johnson was auditioned and selected to replace Scott. Later that year, the 
band released the new album, Back in Black, which was made as a tribute to Bon Scott. The album launched 
them to new heights of success and became their all-time best-seller. The band's next album, For Those 
About to Rock We Salute You, was their first album to reach number one in the United States. Drummer 
Phil Rudd was fired in 1983 and replaced by ex-A II Z drummer Simon Wright, who left to join Dio in 1989. 
The band experienced a resurgence in the early 1990s with the release of The Razors Edge. Phil Rudd 
returned in 1994 after Chris Slade, who was with the band from 1989 to 1994, was asked to leave in favour 
of him, and contributed to the band's 1995 album Ballbreaker. Stiff Upper Lip, released in 2000, was well 
received by critics. The band's studio album, Black Ice, released in 2008, was the second-highest-selling 
album of that year, and their biggest chart hit since For Those About to Rock, eventually reaching No.1 on 
all charts worldwide.The band's line-up remained the same until 2014 with Malcolm Young's retirement and 
Rudd's legal troubles. In 2016, Johnson was advised to stop touring on account of worsening hearing loss 
and Guns N' Roses frontman Axl Rose stepped in as the band's vocalist for the remainder of that year's 
dates. Long-term bass player Cliff Williams subsequently indicated that he would retire from the band on 
the completion of their current world tour.AC/DC have sold more than 200 million records worldwide, 
including 71.5 million albums in the United States alone, adding them to the list of highest-certified music 
artists in the United States and the list of best-selling music artists. Back in Black has sold an estimated 50 
million units worldwide, making it the second-highest-selling album by any artist – and the highest-selling 
album by any band. The album has sold 22 million units in the US alone, where it is the sixth-highest-selling 
album of all time.AC/DC ranked fourth on VH1's list of the "100 Greatest Artists of Hard Rock"and were 
named the seventh "Greatest Heavy Metal Band of All Time" by MTV. In 2004, AC/DC ranked No. 72 on 
the Rolling Stone list of the "100 Greatest Artists of All Time".Producer Rick Rubin, who wrote an essay on 
the band for the Rolling Stone list, referred to AC/DC as "the greatest rock and roll band of all time".In 
2010, AC/DC were ranked number 23 in the VH1 list of the "100 Greatest Artists of All Time".

If the album cover is only about the band itself. 

07.04- 17.04
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I am using the same typefaces over and over the 
front cover album because this one the one used 
by AC/DC themselves. It’s called Times New 
Roman. Plus, the colors are black and grey to 
keep the same colors as the original. 

Because my aim is only to change the message 
of an album cover, especially this one, by 
keeping their design but completely hack their 
message. I want people to think that this album 
cover is not something normally seen and 
associated with album cover’s language.
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22.04

I choose to work on Bon Scott’s life because 
that’s the main reason of the creation of this 
album. I though it was a good idea to pay 
tribute to him through the hacking of their album 
cover. 

I will try to mix as many area as possible 
by only using one paper (paper stock not 
uncluded) because AC/DC album cover’s are 
usually very minimalist. 

I still don’t know what colors I’m gonna use 
but I will go to paper shop and choose. I am 
also wondering if I’m keeping the color and the 
typeface of AC/DC because I really don’t like it. 
For now, I’m going to keep both of them. 
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25.04- 28.04

Ronald Belford "Bon" Scott (9 July 1946 – 19 February 1980) was an Australian rock musician, best known for 
being the lead singer and lyricist of Australian hard rock band AC/DC from 1974 until his death in 1980. Scott 
was born in Forfar, Scotland, and raised in Kirriemuir, before moving to Melbourne with his family in 1952 at 
the age of six. They lived in the suburb of Sunshine for four years before moving to Fremantle. Scott formed 
his �rst band, The Spektors, in 1964 and became the band's drummer and occasional lead vocalist. He 
performed in several other bands including The Valentines and Fraternity before replacing Dave Evans as the 
lead singer of AC/DC in 1974. On 15 February 1980, Scott attended a session where Malcolm and Angus 
Young were working on the beginnings of two songs that would later be recorded on the Back in Black 
album; "Have a Drink On Me" and "Let Me Put My Love Into You" with Scott accompanying on drums rather 
than singing or writing lyrics. On 19 February 1980, Scott, 33, passed out after a night of heavy drinking in a 
London club called the Music Machine (currently known as KOKO). He was left to sleep in a Renault 5 owned 
by an acquaintance named Alistair Kinnear, at 67 Overhill Road in East Dulwich, London.The following 
morning, Kinnear found Scott lifeless, and alerted the authorities. Scott was rushed to King's College Hospital 
in Camberwell, where he was pronounced dead on arrival. It has been contended that pulmonary aspiration 
of vomit was the cause of Scott's death, but the o�cial cause was listed on the death certi�cate as "acute 
alcohol poisoning" and classi�ed as "death by misadventure". As part of the funeral arrangements, Scott's 
body was embalmed by Desmond Henley; it was later cremated and Scott's ashes were interred by his family 
at Fremantle Cemetery in Fremantle. Inconsistencies in media accounts of Scott's death, such as an incorrect 
spelling of Kinnear's �rst name, have been cited in conspiracy theories, which suggest that Scott was killed 
by exhaust fumes redirected into the car, or that Kinnear did not exist.Additionally, Scott was asthmatic, and 
the temperature was below freezing on the morning of his death. Shortly after Scott's death, the remaining 
members of AC/DC brie�y considered quitting; however, it was eventually decided that Scott would have 
wanted them to continue and after the encouragement of Bon's family that they continue, the band hired 
Brian Johnson as the new vocalist.Five months after Scott's death, AC/DC �nished the work they began with 
Scott and released Back in Black as a tribute to him with two tracks from the album, "Hells Bells" and "Back in 
Black", dedicated to his memory. His grave site has become a cultural landmark; more than 28 years after 
Scott's death, the National Trust of Australia decreed his grave important enough to be included on the list 
of classi�ed heritage places. It is reportedly the most visited grave in Australia. On 7 July 2006, to mark his 
60th birthday, the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board completed refurbishments on the Bon Scott Grave Area. 
This consisted of a Bon Scott Arch and Memorial Entrance gate o� Carrington Street in the north-west corner 
of Fremantle Cemetery. On 9 July 2006, 60 years to the day from Scott's birth, the bronze plaque was stolen 
from the site.On 6 May 2006, the town of Kirriemuir in Scotland held a service and unveiled a Caithness stone 
slab commemorating the singer. A message was read from long-time friend and fellow member of The 
Valentines, Vince Lovegrove in which he said: “The thing I loved most about Bon Scott, was his almost unique 
self honesty. What you saw was what you got, he was a real person and as honest as the day is long. To my 
mind he was the street poet of my generations and of the generations that followed.

Embossing

Screenprinting
laser cut

Bright red? Foiling paper for the inner sleeve?

My first desire was to use as many areas as 
I can on my front and back cover. I wanted 
to emboss AC/DC to remind that this is their 
album. I kept the typography and under Bon 
Scott’s life is written, I thought it’s gonna be on 
a red paper. I will use silver paper to do the 
writtings. 
Then on the back, it was supposed to be laser 
cut, so we can see the silver inner sleeve.

I’ve tried some colors as well but without any 
aim. Just to try if those colors worked together. 
(next page)
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25.04- 28.04

This is the front and back cover. 
Explanation: I have completely changed my first 
idea as you can see. I finally decide to do the 
cover in black to illustrate Bon Scott’s death, 
because basically the album was realized 
black and white in order to pay tribute to 
him, I decided to keep the black color but to 
amplify the rest. I am playing with sadness: 
on the right-hand side, you can see when Bon 
Scott died, and where. Plus, that information 
will be on black foiled paper, to insist on the 
characteristics of sadness. On the back of the 
cover, you will find an advice below where it’s 
written that you should only listen to two songs, 
the one written by Bon Scott. Others one don’t 

worth it. This information will be embossed as 
well to do as it was on a grave. On the left-hand 
side, Hells Bells and Back in Black (album’s 
names) are meant to be realized with foiled 
paper as well. 

This cover is here to represent Bon’s grave. This 
cover is here to make people sad, usually, when 
you buy a vinyl you don’t know what’s the story 
behind. Now you’ll know for this one, and I 
want you to be sad by reading and discovering 
it.
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This is the inner sleeve. I chose to do it red 
because I wanted to represent the happy life 
that Bon Scott had. He was living on the edge, 
and red is the color that is the most related to 
YOLO’s people. 
 
I think if Bon Scoot had a word to say to realise 
this cover (if he was not dead) he wanted it to 
be filled with lively and energic colors. 
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01.05- 05.05

Realisation

This is the inner sleeve, I have made the writing 
with red foiled paper. I think it’s good by not 
adding too many different colors, and the final 
aim is still here:
Show something unusual on a vinyl cover. This 
is unusual, you don’t celebrate the death of 
someone with color. Especially red, who can be 
seen as the color of Hell as well.
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This one is the back cover. If you compare to 
the draft before, you should remember that it 
was supposed to be foiled paper. But I found 
something more interesting instead: velvet. 
Adding a black velvet to the cover reflects 
perfectly the loss of someone. It can represent 
the clothes they were wearing. It put death on 
another level to me. Plus, you don’t usually have 
a cover with velvet on it. 
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05.05

Front
For those about to Rock For those about to Rock

 Fo
r t

ho
se

 ab
ou

t to
Rock 

Bon Scott

For those about to Rock For those about to Rock
 Fo

r t
ho

se
 ab

ou
t to

Rock 

Bon Scott

Label Design



53

For those about to rock 
was the famous quote 
that they used to say, 
and still are.  
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Final Outcome
06.05
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Final intervention
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MIROR MIROR

This project is here to hepl you building on your 
skills from last term. This brief will introduce you 
to more advanced digital techniques covering 
interactivity, generative art and installation 
work, as well as screen-based animation.

We will be introduced to a range of tools 
and techniques that reflect contemporary 
best practices for the production of digital or 
interactive work, while also being encouraged 
to invent and develop your own tools, rules or 
process around these.

Our brief is the following: 

Narcissus lost himself in his own reflection, 
tricked into staring at himself in a pool of water. 
Surrounded by our reflections in digital pools, 
might we lose ourselves as well?
What do we lose ourselves in today? Celebrity? 
The internet? Stamp collection? Netflix? Ice 
cream? We will identify today’s attractions and 
obsessions - be it human to human, or human to 
digital device - and ask, how can we make our 
audience lose themselves?

Investigating these questions, you are 
encouraged to engage with these obsessions 
in order to inform your work and consider its 
role in attracting, engaging and immersing your 
audience. 

What does it mean to make work that changes 
over time? In response to people? In response to 
environments? In response to itself? Work that, 
potentially, lies outside our control?

The final outcome has to be a piece of work that 
identifies and responds to an obsession - this 
may be one of your own, someone else’s, or 
that of a whole generation. Consider how the 
work will evolve over time, or in response to its 
audience or space.
Choose one of the following options as a 
format:
A. On-screen animation
B. Interactive Installation
C. Projection Mapping
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01.03

The brief is very vast for this project and I didn’t 
know if I wanted to try something new or to 
push deeper on something I already knew to 
improve my knowledge. 

I had four ideas:

- Virtual Reality 
- Animation on the use of energy drinks as 
Redbull
- Animation on sexual dependance 
- Animation about narcissism 
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After speaking with the tutor I’ve decided to 
solve some question we were wondering about 
Redbull and how can I do something with them:

- High and then breakout 
- Why are you drinking Redbull? To stay up, for 
the taste, for the pleasure, to get psychologic 
motivation. 
- What happens after 24 Redbull?
- Until when we can drink Redbull without any 
risks?
- Redbull VS other brands
- Animation about the effect of drinking Redbull 
during 24 hours. Write all the steps that the 
human body have.
- Redbull’s recipe 
- Effect that every component have on our body 

I could make a game where you have the 
choice between a normal soft drink and a 
Redbull. Or either, an animation. Or a game 
that mix games and animations. And maybe 
convert it into virtual reality at the end.

Image by: Redbull
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02.03- 10.03

I thought about some ideas during those days 
and I chose to work on the Redbull’s animation 
or game: 

- Maybe use the redBull characters 
- Use icons instead of a person
- Redbull VS running
- Show every step of the game. For example: 
choose three times a RedBull and see what 
happens 
- Make a warning every 3/5/10/15/24
- Maybe only do 10 questions 
- Change the brand name in RedCow or another 
similar name 
- Blow up at the end of the game 
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Small Gif
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09.03

During this session we learnt how to use some 
sotfware as those one. They allowed us to make 
some interactive installation and projection 
mapping. 

This is not very helpful for me to now how to use 
them because I had in mind to do an animation 
but not a projection. 
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10.03

I have made the choice to make an application. 
I had to create activities that the person had to 
do during the day (like 10) and the aim of the 
game is to finish everything to do by keeping 
your energy up. 
And if you take 10 Redbull = GAME OVER

Put alerts every 3 redbulls taken. 

Those are some design for the application. 
Either the opening page of the small icons you 
need to click on. 
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11.03

Red Cowʼs game

Red Cowʼs game

WARNING
You already drnk 

3 Rebulls. This may 
causes you some injuries

PASS

Life

Beggining of the creation of the game. Redcow’s game.
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16.03- 19.03

I had to find the 10 questions asked during the 
game, my first thoughts:

- Redcow VS work 
- Redcow VS running
- Redcow VS making love
- Redcow VS party
- Redcow VS exam
- Redcow VS driving 
- Redcow VS 
- Redcow VS

I still had to find the two last because I wanted 
to have 10 questions at the end. Why not less 
or more? Because to me when you drink at least 
10 Redbulls a day it means you need to consult 
someone to stop this addiction. 

The advice from my tutor was to make more 
funny warnings, make a story board of course 
and re make the to do list. 
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I had also to study the effect of Redbull on us. I 
learnt that one can contains 25cl +

1000mg taurine -- 1000mg of taurine is 5 times 
more than the daily need. 

80mg of cafeine 

600mg of gluconolacte (500 times more than 
the daily need). 

The threshold’s toxocity is reach with 3 Redbulls, 
it means that you can drink more, but you will 
be the subject of secondary effects for sure (5).
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16.03- 19.03

New warnings, more funny.

3rd Redcow
That’s too much 

Redcow for a 
pussy like you. 

Still want to play?

5 Redcow
 That’s where 
the problem

starts.

Zap the warning

7 Redcow
Do you really
care about 
your life?

Tap to survive

9 Redcow
Mate,are you a 

junkie?

Astalavista baby
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3rd Redcow
That’s too much 

Redcow for a 
pussy like you. 

Still want to play?

5 Redcow
 That’s where 
the problem

starts.

Zap the warning

7 Redcow
Do you really
care about 
your life?

Tap to survive

9 Redcow
Mate,are you a 

junkie?

Astalavista baby
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16.03- 19.03

I have tried some different design as well, and 
the one I like the most is still the last one. 

But I don’t like the background, it’s too gloomy 
for an application on Redbull, it needs more 
colors, more cans even maybe. 
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20.03- 23.03

Try again?

Red Cowʼs game

GAME OVER
Go to see 

doctor.

TCHAO

Dare to play?

Game over screen. Opening screen.
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20.03- 23.03

3rd Redcow
That’s too much for a 

pussy like you. 

Still want to play?

Energy + drinks New design for warnings
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New design for opening screen

I had to find another design as I said before for 
the background of my game. I thought it was 
a good idea to make the background full of 
Redcow. For now, that’s what I am keeping. 
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20.03- 23.03

To be totally honest, I gave up after the 23rd of 
March. I had so much work to do beside. 
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12.04- 15.04

I downloaded the software Principles in order to 
make my application works. This is a really easy 
software to use. You just have to import your 
file, and drag it. Then you choose your screen 
transition and that’s it. 
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12.04- 15.04

It was at this point that I realised that my app 
couldn’t be created on this software. The main 
issue was that the number of Redcow cannot be 
counted. Like you can take one redcow and then 
another one, the application won’t understand 
that you took two in a row. 

This vaccum cleaner is the representation of the 
«cleaning my room» task.
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15.04- 22.04

I realized that I really needed some help for this 
project but I had so many things to do, the other 
project, the SIP, the process book and the thesis 
proposal. 
At this point, I chose to lean towards to other 
projects and leave this one of the sides. For the 
simple reason that this one is a digital project so 
I don’t need to print it, compared to others. 
Then, from the 22nd of April to the 14th of May 
I didn’t solve the problem for this one.



78

14.05- 17.05

New start, new design
I have changed the typeface because it was too 
aggressive to me and I like this one more. I kept 
the same colors. The welcome screen in nearly 
the same, except that the «I dare you to play» is 
now bigger and in the middle. 

As in the last version of my game, you will have 
the choice between tasks, and then you choose 
either to do it without taking any Redcow, or 
you take one. In any case, it will guide you to 
the next task to do.
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I dare you to play

Hey,
In this game you’ll need
to finish your day by
keeping your energy up 
until you fall asleep.
You will have a to do list to 
fill in and as many Redcows
as you like to help you.

           Make good use, 
           x
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14.05- 17.05
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Everytime you select a Redcow this one will 
gonna be with more darker than the others. You 
will have some warnings depend on the number 
of Redcow you decide to take.

Every warning should be every three Redcows 
(see the example below).  
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14.05- 17.05

This software is Marvel app. I am using it 
now instead of the other one. It quick easy to 
understand how it works even if it takes me time 
to understand everything. For now you will only 
have the start of my project because the rest will 
be in the pdf interactive. It is a better way to 
show you how it works and how do I made it.
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Because this is my first game there are some 
issues and I doubt I can solve them before the 
hand in day. 

But if you want to use the game without the 
appearance of that one, you just have to follow 
some rules:

- Follow the following order in the tasks to do:

1- Running
2- Coffee
3- Uni
4- Studying
5- Video games
6- Cleaning 
7- Party
8- Driving home
9- Having sex

This order was not randomly made. I chose it 
because that would be the way I would have 
done the task. 

Plus, in the actual game that I have made 
(maybe it will change) you can choose to make 
the task without the help of the Redcow, but you 
will come across some failures. THEN, choose 
the Redcow EVERYTIME PLEASE. 

14.05- 17.05

In any case it’s quite obvious that you should 
choose Redcow everytime because this game 
is made for energy drinks’ addiction. If you are 
not addict, there is no reason for you to play to 
this game. 

Final explanation [before the pdf]
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14.05- 17.05

Storyboard [to help you understand]

Welcome screen 

Rules screen 

To do list 

Running 

Redcow Do the running

Task checked

One redcow was drunk

Coffee with friends

Redcow Coffee
Two redcows were drunk

Task checked

UNI
Redcow UNI

Third one

WARNING

Task checked

If you want to follow the proper
game without any issues, follow the 

blue arrow.  
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SELF INITIATED PROJECT
(SIP)

Combinatory play was the essential feature in
Einstein’s creative thinking process. Consider
his equation, E=mc2. Einstein did not invent
the concepts of energy, mass, or speed of
light. Rather, he combined these concepts in
a novel way which restructured the way
he looked at the universe.

We had to choose a small part of the GMD 
universe to explore. Basically we can everything 
we wanted but they gave us a paper to help our 
choice. 

A self initiated project allows you to combine 
elements in new ways, to play with combinations 
of things. Elements may include; processes, 
media, design systems, concepts, tools, all to 
test and explore ways of working.

Think: media, process, systems are your 
ingredients.
Aim: to produce work that reveals ambition and 
interest.
Plan: Initial SIPs should be achievable within a 
timeframe.
Parameters: Set achievable goals with 
constraints.

The aim of this project is to produce a small but 
well formed body of work that reveals ambition, 
focus direction and an enquiring mind.

The SIP Structure is divided in 6 different steps: 

- Rationale: briefly explain the reasoning, aim 
and goals of your project
- Research question: this should define your area 
of interest 
- Pilot research: this should be initial ideas 
generation of the multiple directions 
- Contextual basis: position your project by 
expanding on the intended client 
- Action plan: produce a simple project timeline 
to map out a proposed schedule 
- Reading list

Don’t forget the S.M.A.R.T objectives:

S- Specific, significant, streching
M- Measurable, meaningful, motivational
A- Agreeed upon, attainable, achievable, 
acceptable, acceptable, action-oriented
R- realistic, revelant, reasonable, rewarding, 
result-oriented
T- time-based, time- bound, timely, tangible, 
trackable
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We had to answer a small questionnary before 
the first class: 

Create a list of key words related to 
design that are personally important 
you:

Can you identify clearly any recurrent 
themes or interests in your design work 
to date?

What are you strenghts and 
weaknessess within design practice?

Which books have you regurlarly 
referred to?

Which areas of design practice do you 
have ambitions of working within?

If you had to make a choice, which 
stage of design do you prefer: research 
or production?

20.04

Graphic, colors, minimalist, helvetica, 
appealing, revealing, Adobe, typography

Film, music, B&W, typography 

Strenghts: Illustrator, AE, Letterpress, Screen 
printing, laser cut, typography

Weaknessess: Photoshop, coding, lack of 
imagination

Music designer and filmmaker
String interest for typography and opening 
sequence in films. 

Film (or music)

Production
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20.04

Film + poster + typeface
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24.04

My first idea was:

Create my own typeface and create a project 
related and use my typeface in. 

Create my own typeface and use it to remake a 
trailer of a famous movie. Typeface + film 

Or promote my typeface by posters, 
newspapers, trailer..

Then I get my Tutorial:

My tutor advice me to choose a genre of movie 
and make a typeface related to this genre. Pick 
a precise film.  
Make a poster with a full alphabet or a 
sentence related to the movie. 
Make the final outcome in screenprinting. 
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27.04

Rationale: TYPEFACE 

Research questions: 

How can a type reflect movie’s genre?
Can a typeface can say anything about the 
movie?
How designer relate typeface and movie’s 
genre?
Is there any typeface that are naturally 
associated with some movie’s genre?

I am exploring the creation of typeface, how 
long 
does it take to create a typeface, the most 
famous 
typeface.. I am trying to mix typeface, data and
moving image.

Aims and goals:

Create my own typeface 
Create my own typeface related to a movie 

Choose an existing movie and create him a 
typeface related to what it is talking about. 

Use it in a poster
Remake the film’s poster with my new typeface.

Define area of exploration:

Typeface
Cinema 
Poster 
Editorial 

I choose to work on SPLIT movie. This movie is 
a masterpiece for me and it deserves to play 
with it. I am mot saying that the typeface used 
(helvetica) wasnot a good choice, but I want it 
to be more related to this movie. 

Books:
- The typography idea book
- The Anatomy of Type
- Universal principles of design
- Design thinking
- Types we can make

SPLIT
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I used my scanner to do it. I want my typeface 
to be distorted as the mind of the main 
character. 

I don’t know if I should only distort it 

or put a reflection to it. 

(as the main character as 24 personalities, it’s 
like 24 reflections of him).

I am going to approach this project by 
researching maximum of information about a 
typeface. If it takes too long I will probably 
don’t make it, but for now I can try.I will use 
distortion I think, I think I am going to create a 
serif typeface because it is maybe easier. 
I am to improve my knowledge in typography 
and try not to copy existing typeface.
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27.04

Tutorial:

My tutor told me that my SIP is about 
typographic interpretation of the film. 

I could create 24 versions of Helvetica, 
connected to the 24 different personalities. I 
have to find the 24 personalities. 

For example, define each personality by 
key word and then illustrate it by modifying 
Helvetica letter. Build a visual map with 
everything, it can be:

- texture
- Removal 
- Letter missing 
And then put it in a narrative. 

OR

Make 24 times James Mc Avoy (name of the 
main actor).

Final outcome:

Either do the entire alphabet with the 
modification of Helvetica
 OR
James Mc Avoy 24 times with a different 
typeface each time (related to the personalities)

A
For instance:

The letter A become this letter because the first 
personality lost easily his memory. 
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SPLIT was inspired by a true story of a men 
names Billy Milligan who has 24 different 
personalites:

(For now, I am gonna base my letter on those 
personalities because that’s where M.Night 
Shyamalan took his inspiration from).

Here are the different personalities we will study 
during this SIP project. 

1- Main personality
2- English, sophisticated, clever, reflective
3- Crook, smoker, right handed
4- Pro in electronics, running away
5- Afraid of people
6- Kid, 8yo, be subjected to pain
7- Dyslexia, punished
8- Harmonica
9- Lesbian, poet, cooker, cleaner, rapes
10- Hateful, guns, help the others
11- Bandit, brooklyn, crime
12- Infraction
13- Hunter, spotter
14- Want to kill Billy’s stepfather
15- Jewish, God
16- Zombie, slow, boring 
17- Humor based on imitations
18- Relax
19- Dreamer, no ambitions
20- Deaf
21- Posh, snob
22- Fleurist, homosexual, isolation 
23- Joker, prison
24- The one who gathers all the personalities in 
one person called The Professor: cleverer than 
any of the 23 other personality. Last one.

29.04
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30.04

This was my first try with the letters. It’s not 
really representative of my final work and it’s 
kind of messy. I didn’t have much imagination 
when I started and something was blocking me. 
I didn’t know if it was the lack of imagination, or 
the fact that I wanted to focus on, for instance:
Because the second personality was a 
«scientist», I wanted my second letter to be 
associated with. BUT I have the choice to 
choose which letter is associated with which 
personality. 

To show you an example, the letter D is made 
with pixel because the 4th personality is a fan of 
electronic. 
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01.05

A- Main personality
F- English, sophisticated, clever, reflective
G- Crook, smoker, right handed
H- Pro in electronics, running away
E- Afraid of people
D- Kid, 8yo, be subjected to pain
N- Dyslexia, punished
J- Harmonica
O- Lesbian, poet, cooker, cleaner, rapes
R- Hateful, guns, help the others
B- Bandit, brooklyn, crime
V- Infraction
X- Hunter, spotter
S- Want to kill Billy’s stepfather
T- Jewish, God
Q- Zombie, slow, boring 
P- Humor based on imitations
L- Relax
U- Dreamer, no ambitions
C- Deaf
K- Posh, snob
I- Fleurist, homosexual, isolation 
W- Joker, prison
M+Z+Y- The one who gathers all the 
personalities in one person called The Professor: 
cleverer than any of the 23 other personality. 
Last one.

After what I have just explained to you, I did 
some modification on: which letter will illutrate 
which personality. 
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01.05

First try

E 
The fifth personality is afraid of people, and to 
me, when you are afraid, you want to disappear 
. That the reason why I made in blurred. 

C 
When you are deaf, it means that you can’t 
hear decibel anymore. That’s why I chose to 
represent decibel the way is is. 
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A
I have made it distorted because the main 
personality is himself a twisted person. 

P
This personality like to make joke by imitating 
the people. Then, I put twice the letter P and 
stuck them together. 
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01.05
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As far as I am, I know I will need some advice 
to modify some letters. But I kinda like the letter 
A, E, K and G. 
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04.05

I have some problem to create all the 24 
personalities by using a different way every 
time. You can see all my work so far here, 
but then I chose to change my mind and do 
something else, maybe easier. 

CCC

Either keep the letter I have already done and 
made some words with. I choose to write the 
name of the main actor because he is the one 
who interprets the 24 personalities. 
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04.05

Or, take only the present personalities in the 
movie and make them typeface (still by using 
the Helvetica’s typeface). 

In the movie, James Mc Avoy plays 6 different 
roles:

Kevin : first identity, the main one. It’s a victim 
of childhood abuse diagnosed with dissociative 
identity disorder. His full name is Kevin Wendell 
Crump. 

Dennis : Mentally and physically really strong, 
who gets to go in the light. It’s also a pervert, 
affects with OCD. 

Hedwig : 9 years old child, lisp. Simple minded.

Patricia : severe woman, manipulative and 
dominant. 

Barry : leader, the one who takes mostly 
control of Kevin’s mind. Fashion designer and 
homosexual. 

The beast : supernatural.
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05.05

J A M E S M C A V O Y

Seen by Hedwig

J A M E S M C A V O Y

Seen by Kevin

J A M E S M C A V O Y

Seen by Dennis
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07.05

JAMES Mc AVOY

JAMES McAVOY
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08.05

I had a tutorial and I was pretty lost when I 
came to present my idea because I still haven’t 
decided what could be my final outcomes. I 
didn’t know if it was a better idea to realize a 
poster in screenprinting, or a book, a leaftlet.. 

Lea�et, 6pages.
Front: typeface
Back: Personality

Make an envelope for the lea�et.

27cm

14
cm

Then my tutor asked me where I see myself in 
the next year and I told her in the film industry, 
so she adviced me to realise a trailer instead of 
printing stuff. 

Plus, the idea was to realise manually the 
typeface and not digitally, it would be more 
«real». I thought it was a good idea even if it 
would mean that I have to do it again from the 
beginning. 
My final outcome would be the Split’s trailer but 
with my typeface, 6 different times to illustrate 
the 6 different personnalities played in the 
movie. 
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09.05

Kevin

The Beast

Dennis
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10.05

Trailer
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11.05- 14.05

I had a tutorial on the 11th and my tutor 
adviced me to improve the transition between 
two typefaces. And to try some black and white 
effects. 
I have tried but I didn’t like it. Those are the 
trying. 
Moreover, he told me to insert the title of the 
movie, in order to help people to understand 
what my SIP is about. 
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1st: This one is the representation of Patricia’s 
personality. You can see and there is no 
changement compared to the basic Helvetica 
bold. It is because Patricia is a straight and 
dominant woman, and I thought that the best 
way to illustrate her, was by keeping Helvetica 
as it is. 

2nd: This one is Hedwig. He has a lisp, that’s 
the reason why the J was replaced by a Z. Plus, 
because he is 9 years old, I made the letter 
round to make it more childish. 

3rd: This is Barry. Barry is a fashion designer, 
and fashion designer like things well done, 
minimalist and different from others. That’s why 
I filled the letter. 
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15.05- 16.05
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The first personality you will see in the trailer 
is Barry’s. You may wonder why? For the 
simple reason that this is the leader of all the 
personalities in Kevin’s body. 
The last one is The Beast because this is the last 
personality you’ll discover in the movie. 

I made it be practically the same as the original 
trailer. 

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Why did I choose the name of James Mc Avoy? 
Why is it repeated 6 times and why I didn’t put 
anything more?

I chose the name James McAvoy because this 
is the name of the main actor. I could put the 
name of the 6 personalties, but what would 
have been the point? It is James that is subjected 
to TDI, not the personalities. There is no other 
reason. I wanted to express the modification in 
James body and repeat it 6 times. 6 times, 6 
personalities. 
I didn’t put the name of the personalities either 
because it was useless to my point of view. I 
only chose to put SPLIT at the beginning of 
the trailer to help people understand what my 
project was about.
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Let us now move on to the transition between 
two names. 
I used a blurred effect between two names 
because when James is subjected to his 
personalities’ modification, it’s like the 
personality before was just blurred by another 
one. It is like his personality is erased by 
someone else. 

Erased /blurred = pass from a personality to 
another, like in his brain (mind). 

Plus, you will see that at the beginning of 
the trailer, the title SPLIT blink, the reason is 
nearly the same as above. Because it’s dark 
in James’ mind when he switches between two 
personalities. 

Because the SIP has to be more experimental 
than finished I knew that I could make some 
modification but I liked it that way for now. 

PS: THIS SIP EXPLANATION WILL BE 
FOLLOWED BY AN INTERACTIVE PDF WHICH 
CAN BE FIND IN MY MEMORY STICK.

16.05
FINAL
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